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Diane Parsons has been a dedicated volunteer and advocate for Save the Animals Foundation for 16 
years. Her work, dedication, and commitment to the shelter and its future have been instrumental 
in transforming the dog side and paving a road to guide us into the future. Her appointment as this 
year’s Golden Paw Award recipient is long overdue!  
 
Diane has taken on many roles at the shelter. For the last 10 years, Diane has been the Dog Shelter 
Manager. Largely a thankless job, it is filled with long hours and a steady stream of communication 
with all of our team leaders and volunteers. Being on call, at all hours of the day and night, for the 
last 10 years for questions, concerns, and advice has been a part of her daily routine. I don’t think 
we have truly given her the credit she deserves for running this one man show for so long! 
 
Her ability to focus on both the big and small projects is something not everyone can handle, but 
Diane has taken it all in stride. Aside from the large and daunting challenge of Shelter Manager, 
Diane’s attention to detail and focus on systems is another one of her many amazing qualities. 
During her tenure at STAF she has been instrumental in building the vet team, creating the 
protocols, and implementing methods we still use today. In addition to these accomplishments, 
Diane has worked tirelessly on the incoming team to help pull dogs from shelters with low adoption 
rates. Many times, these dogs face a grim future, and it takes heart and courage to make the hard 
decision of who to bring to STAF with the offer of a fresh start.  
 
Diane’s huge heart has also helped her create such a lasting impression. She has fostered countless 
medical cases, spending time traveling back and forth to vets, administering medicine, and changing 
bandages. Her heart is as good as her memory too; Diane never forgets a doggy face! At our annual 
Dog Alumni Day, dogs adopted from STAF throughout the years return to visit, and she can recall 
their story, their name, and their new family! She is the embodiment of the love, concern, and care 
that goes into each of our dogs who leave STAF for their new forever homes. 
 
The STAF dogs wouldn’t be where they are today if it weren’t for Diane. Her advocacy for STAF and 
its cause, the work she has done for all animals in need, and her tutelage to volunteers to expand 
their knowledge has created a legacy. This is what dedication truly means.  
 
Thank you Diane for all of the hours, early mornings, and late nights. Thank you for the days when 
you willed the extra energy to do just one more thing before you went home to your own family. 
Lastly, thank you for always having room in your heart for just one more dog. You give us all 
someone to look up to and a model to work towards. 
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